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SUBJECT: MALTA'S SELECTION FOR MEDITERRANEAN ANTI-POLLUTION 
CENTER HAILED LOCALLY 

1 . THE NEWS THAT THE UNEP-SPONSORED CONFERENCE OF 
MEDITERRANEAN COUNTRIES IN BARCELONA ON POLLUTION CONTROL 
IN THE MEDITERRANEAN SELECTED MALTA AS THE SITE EOR 

A $1.7 MILLION REGIONAL ANTI-POLLUTION CENTER HAS BEEN 
HAILED LOCALLY AS ANOTHER SIGNIEICANT VICTORY FOR MINTOFF'S 
FOREIGN POLICY. THE LOCAL PRESS HAS GIVEN HEAVY COVERAGE 
TO NEWS REPORTS OF THE CONEERENCE AND RESULTING TREATY 
SIGNED BY TWELVE OE THE SIXTEEN PARTIFIPATING NATIONS, 

BUT EMPHASIS WAS PLACED ON THE DECISION TO LOCATE THE 
REGIONAL CENTER HERE. 
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KINGSWELL HAVE CONFIRMED THAT THE REGIONAL CENTER TO 
FIGHT POLLUTION FROM OIL SPILLAGES WILL START 
FUNCTIONING IN MALTA LATE THIS SUMMER. THE CENTER 
WILL COLLECT AND DISSEMINATE INFORMATION ON INVENTORIES, 

ON EXPERIMENTS AND EQUIPMENT IN EACH MEDITERRANEAN 
COUNTRY IN THE FILED OF COMBATTING OIL POLLUTION 
EMERGENCIES, INCLUDING PLANS, METHODS AND TECHNIQUES 
IN THAT FILED. EMPLHASIZING TECHNOLOGICAL COOPERATION 
AND TRAINING PROGRAMS INITIALLY, THE MALTESE HOPE THAT 
THE CENTER WILL LATER BE EXPANDED TO ENABLE IT TO 
PERFORM ACTUAL ANTI-OIL POLLUTION OPERATIONS AT SEA 
AND THEREBY CREATE A NUMBER OF JOBS FOR MALTESE. 

3. IN CASE OF AN OIL SPILLAGE IN THE MEDITERRANEAN, 

THE MALTA REGIONAL CENTER WILL RECEIVE ALL INFORMATION 
ABOUT THE LOCATION OF THE SPILLAGE AND OTHER CONSIDERATIONS, 
SUCH AS WIND AND WAVES, LIKELY TO AFFECT ITS MOVEMENTS. 

IT WILL THEN TAKE NECESSARY STEPS TO INFORM THE COUNTRIES 
WHICH MIGHT BE AFFECTED AND IF NECESSARY ASSIST IN THE 
FACILITATION OF COOPERATIVE MEASURES TO REMOVE THE 
DANGER. 

4. INITIALLY THE INTERNATIONAL STAFF TO RUN THE CENTER 
WILL CONSIST OF A DIRECTOR, TECHNICAL EXPERT AND 
INFORMATION OFFICER. MORE PERSONNEL WILL BE RECRUITED 
WHEN THE CENTER BECOMES FULLY OPERATIONAL. 

5. COMMENT: THE DECISION TO LOCATE THE REGIONAL CENTER 
IN MALTA CLIMAXED A MAJOR EFFORT EXTENDING OVER ALMOST 
FOUR YEARS AND HAS BEEN WIDELY WELCOMED HERE BY BOTH 
MAJOR POLITICAL PARTIES. IT IS A PERSONAL TRIUMPH 

OF SORTS FOR AMBASSADOR JOSEPH ATTARD KINGSWELL, WHO 
HEADED THE MALTESE DELEGATION IN BARCELONA, AND THE 
DECISION IS LIKELY TO ENHANCE FURTHER THE LABOR 
GOVERNMENTS' CHANCES FOR REFLECTION IN THE FORTHCOMING 
GENERAL ELECTION. SMITH 
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